“We DATE 
13 Avr 52 


3. DATETIME GROUP 


Local —. 


5-10 minutes 


0, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 


Sllver color. 


ATIC FORM 329 (REV 26 SEP 52) 


a. TYPE OF OBSERVATION 


"7. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 


Elliptical. 
Balloon in area but weather people at 
Albuquerque considers it highly doubtful. 


PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 


LOCATION ( 12 
Morierity, New Mexico oO 


FXGround- Vi sual D Ground-Redar 


o 
D Air-Visvol G Air-Intercept Radar |9 

Ti GR or eee Te ea” oe 
several airmen B. 
“NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9% COURSE ae «| 

1 2 


11. COMMENTS 


Turned end dove. 


CONCLUSIONS 


Wos Bolloon 
Probubly Balloon 
Possibly Balloon 


Was Aircroft 
Probcbly Aircraft 
Possibly Aircraft 


Wos Astronomical 
Probobly Astronomical 
Possibly Astronomicol 


Oe Oe ee 
Insufficient Data for Evaluation 
Unknown 


AF FORM 112—PART IV 
APPROVED 1 JUNE 198 


FROM (lgrney) 


Coth ACaH Sqn. 


Shapes ative 
Tises Nevative 
v ative 
t (2) 
odyranic Soaburess Peuative 
Trail or oxhaunts ‘ igre 
Speeds 3760 MPH 
Framaluion Syste: Hoxative 
Ssunds Nesative 
‘Vaneuvers: Dogabive 
APCeATANCHs 5 

Time 

Electronically Observet (hacday): 
Jatt 2 fqan,. “orlarity, 
Codartar ta rellable and « cpersaneg 
78 Setd 200 fet3 60 ! 

& Setd 65 Visibil 

Norablve 

Narabive 

Yor rative 


waive 


The Lnferawstion civen above by A/IC J ia true and corre 
to the baab of his ability avd knowled@. 


Rs eee a 


(OTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE JUATIONAL. DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT, 4 U.S.C — 


31 AND 22, AS AMENDED. 11S TRANSMISSION O# THE REVELATIO’ + 
iT MAY NGT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, B oO 
INTELLIGENCE, USAF, 


m Bhs Mat sect USAUTHORIZEO PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW, 


= EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE DIRECTOR OF 


Bay (CLASSIFICATION) 20--B5570-1 er US GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE | Ho~O o1ana2 
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FROM (Agency) 


husbers Gna (1 UNCLASSIFIED 


poaala Peacurest harntive 
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igay 
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ctrontaalls Chsarved (pac 
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Tha information 
to the 


best off his 
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HEADQUARTERS 
34th ALR DIVISION (DEFENSE) 
KIRTLAND AIR FORCE SASE, NEW MEXICO 


OLN 452.1 5 MA 
NCL NESIEIED 


SULJLGT: Unconventional \irecraft Report 


TO: Commanding General DOWNGRADE) SANT VALS; 
Air Materiel Command DECLASS tb!) Sash Ne 
ATTN: MCIS DOD Dat 
Uright-Patterson Air Force Lase 
Ohio 


Air Intelligence Information Neports, cated 1 hay 1952, as 
Submitted by the Commanding Ufficer, 769th Aircraft Control % Warning 
Sovadron, Moriarty, New Mexico, are fortiarded in compliance with Air 
Defense Comaand letter 200-1, dated 11 April 1951. 


FOR THe COMMANDING GENGRAL: 


13 Incls ct INSK 


1. ATSR - Part I (dupl) Qrd 11, USAY 
2. ATIR = Part Ii - ) Asst Air Adj Ger’ 


3. 
cs it 
 * " 
6, Sworn Statement, 
Te " " (cdup1) 
ee " 
9. " " 
10. Scope Diagram = 
au, * " in (dupl) 
12. «Ot " 
tn. e " 


eR NEORRTGaiy 


13 May 1952 


unc! sc\FVED 


1, There seems to be two or more possible explanations of the 
unidentified target reported by attached Form 112: 


e, Radar target was caused by an actual sirborne target, 


b, Interference from a purposedly “locked-on* jamuing or 
confusion transmitter, 


c. Other less likely causes such as equipment fault, weather, 
etc. 


2., Since the path of the radar target was along a straight line passing 
thru the radar station location, it is considered most likely that the 
explanation given in paragraph 1b is applicable, 


P, L, Jomes 
Captain, USAF 


ICLASSIEIED 
I, Captain a hirer: 


Sarnin« Squadron, Morlarity, Now Mexico, do horeby wi 
followin statements 


&t O72 NST, 39 April 1952, the all on tu iy hs wae, 


informed ine wit. somethin’ unusual wae bein 


nedta poste? myself as an oogsorver behind at 
approx! T ped at 1h0 ai in 
in the next cvecp the blip » ag again at 2309 aciwth and ab a raive o 


229 | mile: he blip occurred consintently for 6 seeps movin 
230° agimuth line at asproxtualely 11 uiles per ep or LL 
10 seconds. Tt faded at approximately 74 alles range which 
cate a terrific altitude. This represented to ae a clearly « 
track 100° healing. The blips observed e not b 
fuazy blobs of a sort but rather th vory cl 
which can only be descrived as U blip that 
day imto by conventional type aircraft. The terrif 
track as ¢eseribet above waa very Inpressive.s 


Attached hereon is the approximate path of Plicht the blip was 
as T sau ite 


pow aie ca ¢ 3 2 wins 
DECLAS SOD pit 520028 


Svorn to and subscribed before we this 30 day of April 1952. 


Fadjutant 
Th3th AC™ Smo, “orlartty, New vaxico 


I, A/ic 
and varniny Squadron, Mor! 
‘ 


int statements 


Ab O72 0ST, 30 April 19,2, as QE on duty from 0001 to 0100 
+ Iwas inforned of an unusual blip on radar by scope operator on 
duty, A/LC jf. Tawediacely I passed this unusual occurance on to tie 
Co on auty, Captain, Se. ab O76 wor oy fret 
servation of this blip appeared aprroxivately at 140 niles on 2? iauth 
is blip moved approxiwtely 11 niles each sveen, every 10 seron'ts 
This blip faded anproxinately 70 
This blip eared on the scor 
for it's speed, 


rity, New Mexico, do hereby wish to 2 


%y 


Attached hereon is the ayproximeace path of Licht the blip wos in 
as Isnw it. 


Sworn to and subseribed before ma this 20th day of Avril 1952, 


- 


Sdey Moriarity, 


Vew Mexico 


unc! ASSIF ED 


30 April 1942 


1, */lC Pn, ee calt Control ant 
“arning Squatron, worlarity, ‘ew Vexico, do hereby winh to sata the 
following stalevent: 


At 0730 “ST T took ay position on /1t ceone #L (rar 

wproximately O7L0 I noticet a blis at 23 
Pairing to call it in'as an initial plot an the noxt sweep it 

had move! 12 miles vw Ne. { reported 6: © the Grow ch 

crev and then J continue! walehing this blip until it faced hk 

later, 


e@ {0-150 ailes.) 
J alles. IT wan 


The first unusnal bli: 
O74 MS? another blip ave 
the other moved at tne 
It cortirne : 
fron our & 


2 no sooner Landed whe 
ed at 230° at 140 mil: 
2 Of 2) mile ta sune 


irtland until it faded at a po 


mately 
Nip like 
ween per minuLes) 
% about 7O stles 


Atteche? hereon is the anproxtuate path of Plicht the blip was in 
as T caw it. 


Eworn te and subsert 


hore me thig 30t!. day of April ly5?. 
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vrounusial was by 
tet a dlip on tha rad 
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ave At 


Syn 


ta 


stuately 37 


23 «The bliv fs 


9 ate 
r 4 awee 


The seared on the scope as a recular < 
To the best of ay knowledze this wat not inter! 
“! hervon is the approximate woth of f the blip was in 


Svorn to and subserlbed before me this 30th day of April 1952. 


Le OMe, lloriarity, (ew Mexico 


62 34-3607 
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© yNCLASSIFIED 
APPENLIX V 
Morfarity, Kev Mexico - 13 dori] 1952 


I. DESCRIPTION OF INCIDENT 


On 13 April 1952 at 1645 MS7, four airmen observed a silver, disc-shaped 
object east of Moriarity, New Mexico. The object appeared to be traveling at 
a high rete of speed and its flight path was very erratic. The object was 
@ssumed to be disc-shaped due to the fact that it appeared to tip edgewise ani 
disappear for an instant. When first notices, the object was thought to be a 
high flying jet aircraft but all the observers are familiar with jet aircraft 


and they all agreed that its speed and maneuverability eliminated that possibility. 


The tine of observation was jucged to be fron four to ten ninutes 


Il, STATUS OF INVESTIGATION 


Both Moriarity, New Mexico, ari Albuquerque have radar but no unusual reorns 
were noted on 13 dpril, 


A piball balloon was released from Albuquerque at 1400 MST, The vinds, 
however, woul? have czrriec this talloon south of Moriarity. In addition, the 
balloon woule have risen too hi-h to be observed efter two hours and 45 ninutes 
It is possible the balloon leaked end leveled off at a low altitude, however. 
4t would heve been south of the observation point. The specd and maneuvers é: 
not correlate with a normal ballocn's drift except for the possibility that ticre 
might heve becn some strong winds at the time, This cannot be ascerteined ant 
the object must remain unidentified, 


III, CONCLUSIONS 


None, 
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Americans AMeler wid) Cog 
Fer WOT by De, 21? eeivrers 


1952 April 25.69 G.M.T. 
A.M.S. No. 2395 


In our files are found 12 reports of an extremely brilliant fireball which appeared on 
the above date at 11:28 p.m., E.S.T. Out of the 12 reports 10 came from Wilnington, 
N.C., one from 5 miles south, one from 25 miles north, so all observers lay along a 
south-north tine, The reports were gathered by Donald Strayhorn of Wilmington, then 
an active A.M.S, member. The reports were unanimous that the fircball's color was blue 
or green and its size excessive, estimates of the latter running from once half to three 
times the size of full Moon, Allowing for probable ex: tion, its apparent diameter 
must have approximated 15’ to 20’. Based on 9 estimates, the duration was 3.06 + 0.76 
sec.--a smaller average error than usual, From 9 stations the path was reported as 
vertical or alinost so, and the beginning altitude as 45° or greater, and the end at north 
point at about 5° altitude. As the sidereal time was about 13,33, the right ascension of 
the radiant would, for a vertical path, approximate that, No information on the radiant's 
declination nor linear heights can be obtained from the data. Its path probably ended 
near the Va.-N.C. border. Evidently, however, it was not from the Lyrid radiant, but 
may well have come from A.M.S. fircball radiant No. 5056. Though all the usual results 
could not be obtained it seemed worth while to put this remarkable fireball on record. 


FIREBALL of 1961 August 10.61 G.M.T. 
A.M.LS. No. 2294 


On this date at about 8,32 p.m., C.S.T., a fireball was observed from the Chicago- 
Milwaukee area, and some 250 reports were gathered by the Adler Planetarium and 
eventually sent to A.M.S, headquarters. There has becn a long delay in solving, the 
path of the principal body to which these reports refer. A detailed study indicated that 
30 of more referred to a second bright object, seen to the northeast, while, duc to the 
date, Perseids were doubtless present in numbers and some observers did not differen- 
tiate between an ordinary meteor and the fireball in question. Despite these complica- 
tions a solution has finally been obtained. Unfortunately only about 5 people tried to 
refer the path or end of it to stars, Ursa Major being so used. All the rest depended 
upon estimates of both directions and altitudes, nobody seems to have used any instru- 
ment for measuring either coordinate. 

A preliminary study weeded out about half of the reports as having no value for 
either coordinate. Further, estimates of altitudes of 60° and over were omitted, as 
almost nobody, without using stars as reference, can estimate such arcs with even 
approximate accuracy, and heights depend upon the tangents of the angle, which 
become abnormally great over 60°. To determine the projected path, a chart of the 
Tegion was prepared, scale 1’ in latitude to Imim. On this stutions were plotted and 
azimuth Ii drawn showing the observed projected starting and ending points, and in 
many cases intermediate. From this, despite the usual scatter, these points were derived 
and the projected path drawn. Then the linear height corresponding to observed alti- 
tudes were derived by measuring the distance to projected path from cach station and 
taking the tangent of the altitude. Most did not see the beginning point, but our derived 
beginning height depends upon 13 usable altitudes. The end point depends upon 43 
altitudes. Joining these points by a straight line gives us the atmospheric path. Other 
estimates could be bunched into three heights. When plotted, these fit in tolerably well 
with path mentioned. 

While the average deviations from the mean heights certainly show larger values 
than we could wish, yet in perceatages they compare very favorably with those all 
observers get when measuring stellar paralaxes, and the latter are the very basis of 
stellar astronomy. So we beg the indulgence of astronomers and suggest that, while in a 
given case the fireball path and orbit derived certainly may be considerably in error, 
statistically, they may be treated with more respect. 
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2 = 10 MAY 1952 SIGHTINGS 


LOCATICN 
Moses Lake, Washington . 


Davis Monthan AFB, Arizona ” 


George AFB, California 


San Fraacisco, California’ 


(CARDS_MIssING) 
Wichita Falls, Texas. 


Olmstead AFB, Pennsylvania 


Melbourne, Australia - 
Fhoenix, Arizona » 
Richmond, Toxas 
Tenafly, New Jersey: 
(CARDS MISSING) 

Phoenix, Arizona ’ 
Keesler ATB, Mississippi ' 
Nayhville, Tennessee ° } 
Rio de Janerio, Brazil 
31.20N 70.00¥ (ATLANTIC) 
Misawa, Japan 
Misawa, Japan 
Mishawaka, Indiana 
Sao Paulo, Brazil 

(CASS MISSING) 
George AFB, Cal ifornia 
Georgs AFB, California ° 
San Diego, California / 
Cyprus { 
Albuquerque, New Mexico ' 
Ellenton, South Carolina’ 
Portland, Oregon v 

(Cards MISSING) 
Korea 

(CARDS_NISSING) 


eee Astro (¥STEOR) 
Astro (I<TZOR) 


Military 
banal 


OBSERVER EVALUATION 
UNIDENTIFIED 
“Military ALRCRAT 
illitary UNIDSNTITICD 
—aeieeea Other (BIDS) 


tro (STSOR) 
INSUSFICIENT DATA 
Astro (hST=02) 


wg UNIDENTIFIOD 
Astro (IMTEOR) 
Militery UNIDSNTIF Ip 
BALLOON 


Ome 0CTOS) «Other (HOAX) 


Civilian Astro (METZOR) 
Military Astro (METEOR) 
Military INSUFFICIENT DATA 
es INSUPFICIENT DATA 
Civilian Aatro (ISTEOR; 


Military-Civilian (RADAR) BALLOON 
UNIDINTITIED - 
Astro (iZTEOR) 


British Scientist LisuTFICIENT DATA 


Multiple BALLOON 

Civ lian UNITZNTIFIED 
ead Other (SEARCHLIGHTS) 

Military BALLOONS 


ADDITIONAL REPORTED SIGHTINGS ( NOT CAszS) 


LOCATION 


San Francisco, California ’ 


Pactfic Ocean 
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WLRTIFICATION CLASSIFICATION 


eee 


ADORNS he 


O3jces over loriuy, Yow ixocloo, 


Request Safcruatio: es to whether or not ralar da aren ploked up 


flise check Qiumquerje Uoabtoer Dean 


say valleatified sat 


‘or tine o2 Lumch af weather balloons and posslollity of balloon da Moriarty crea. 


RADED AT 3 YAR INTERVALS: 
FCLASSIFIBD } arreR 12 YEARS. 
DOD DIR 5200.19 


DRAFTERS NAME (and signotnre, when regnired) 


BS Ty Ue Tuppslt/rs 


DD seers 17D in as 
a et 


Tae segs “ 


Ci ROUTING comments : my ¢ 


* Ey) : 
FROM KIRTLAND AFB ALBUQUERQUE N MEX rai; A ZRY? y 
cA 


TO ANCYPAFS OHIO CO ATI =~scssiciane ovellecaghl daa he: 
ciiasga, GNCLASSIFIEL 2 ee DNS, 


REF AFOIN-ATIAA=4-ice DTD 33 APR 52 UNIDENTIFIED AZRO BJ Sirs =D 

QVER MORIARTY NEW MEXICO 15 APR 52 WAS NOT RADAR SITINGe RDAR IN 

THis AREA DID NOT REPT PICK UP OF UNIDENTIFIED AER OBS ON THAT 

DIX ALBUQUERQUE EEA STA REPT REL OF WHITE PLT BALLOON 3 FEET IN 

DIAM AT 21992 THAT DT» WINDS WERE IN NORTHWEST-WEST NORTHWEST DIR 

AT 21 TO 39 KNOTSe WINDS YOULD TAKE BALLOON SOUTH OF MORIARTY. 
POSSIBLY WITHIN SIGHTING Dis» WEA EXPERTS REPT THIS TYPE BALLOON BURSTS 
AFTER 1 TO 1 AND ONE HALF HR FLT BUT OCCASIONALLY REACHES 

A ST\SILIZING ALT AND REMAINS IN BACT FOR SEVERAL HRe BALLOON NORMALLY 
FOL A STEADY UPWARD FLT AT APPARENT SLOW MOTION AT HIGHER ALT. 

SUDDEN DISSAPPEARANCE OF THERE BALLOONS OCCURS AT TIME OF BURSTING. 
WEA EXPERTS FURTHER STATE BALLOON WOULD HAVE CONT SOUTHWARD MOTION. 
NEVER TURNING NORTHWARD. DR TO PREVAILING WINDS. FACTS POINT TO 

REMOTE POSSIBILITY BALLOON COULD HAVE BEEN OBJECT. BUT CONSIDER IT 
HIGHLY IMPROBABLE. 1 SILVER RADIO SONDE BALLOON WAS RELS AT 15992. 
THIS BALLOON NORMALLY EXPLODES 1 TO 2 HR LATER. DO NOT CONSIDER 

THIS BALLOON VISIBLE AT TIME OF SIGHTING REPT AT MORTARTY 


{> UNGRADED at At $ yan Iv 


DoD Ors ood 


DECLASSIFIED AFTER 13 Yias 


BEY ALS 


PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD . 


it. Dave ~~T T2 Location + Tia conecusions 


O April 52 ' Moriarity, Jouwwexico 0 Wes Balloon 
30 Apr > ieee QO Probably Balloon 
PO Ss ERE cicadas how ‘ 
3. DATE-TINE GROUP 4. TYPE OF OUSERVATION macnwkin BD Possibly Balloon 
4 . a 0 Wos Aircroft 
Locel - D Ground: Vi sua! Toes ire Probably Aircraft 
__.GMT O Air-Intercept Rodar GO Possibly Aircraft 
5. PHOTO o Wes Astronomical 
© Probobly Astronomical 
Rader crew 0 Bassibly Astronomical 
‘ Lenetn OF OBSERVATION ——*( 6. NUWBER OF OBJECTS | ®. COURSE +d Omer CIN. 
O Insufficient Dota for Evaluation 
1 minute 1 0 -Unknown 
ee Ae tr) A ee Se cemebclhase Pek. NAS 
10. GRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 1. COMMENTS 
Straight And level maneuvers. 
Electronics concludes this may have been Radar blip clocked at 3'700 MPH. 


due to purposely “locked on" jammer. 
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EXTRACT FROM STATUS REPORT #7 


DATE: 30 Ape 52 
TIME (Local): 0740 & O7K6 


LOCATION: hoviariiy Vy Ne the, 


LENGTH OF TLKE OBSERVED: |, 
SOUND? Udinem 

SPEED: 3,700 mph 
ALTITUDE: Uintaom 
HEADING: Unknown . 
SOURCES 82052 Onsrboss 


sv®eps & 6 s 
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AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 


From (Agency) 
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Trall or Exhausts 
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Electronically Ooserved ( ware 
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Chaerver $e reliable 4 experienced 
70 Sebt 200 feta 60 Visibility 4° centigrade 
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The information given abeve by Captain, 
the beat of his ability and knowledge. 
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t inodirna: aic Poatures: 
Trail or exhaust: 
Speeds 


ste: 


snenaverys: 


Tne information given avove by A/1C Williaa T. ; S tree and correct 
to the beat of his ability ond knowledse, 


NOVE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF T1l¢ ESPIONAGE ACT, WU 5 C 
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INTELLIGENCE, USAF. 
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